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06 January 2022

Media Statement

ACTING CHIEF JUSTICE STATEMENT ON THE ATTACK OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL
COURT BUILDING

Acting Chief Justice R M M Zondo, on behalf of the Judiciary, has noted with grave concern
the attack at the Constitutional Court building on the morning of 05 January 2022, which has
been widely reported in the media. This incident comes shortly after other important state
facilities have experienced unprecedented attacks, including recent threats having been made
to cause damage to some Superior Courts. These attacks and threats seek to cause the
destruction of these important facilities that the public rely on for the protection of their
constitutional rights.

The Acting Chief Justice is satisfied with the report that security officials and the police were
able to act swiftly to apprehend the suspect and prevent further damage to the building.
However, he says that the incident must be viewed in a very serious light and urges all law
enforcement agencies to do everything in their power to put proactive measures in place to
avert similar attacks going forward. Further, that the Judiciary, appeals to all relevant organs
of the state and functionaries responsible for state facilities and security services, to ensure a
threat and risk based assessment of arrangements around critical court facilities and its
important assets.

It is necessary to mention that this incident does not in any way hamper the Justices and court
staff members from performing their functions. However, due to such incident, the security of
the Judiciary, the supporting staff and the general court users, remains compromised and
requires urgent attention.

The Acting Chief Justice is advised that despite the damage to the court facility, no one was
injured and the work to have the damage repaired has already commenced.
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It is trusted that the investigation by the law enforcement agencies will reveal the motive
behind this incident.

Ends.

Issued by the Office of the Chief Justice

Media enquiries:
Mr. Nathi Mncube
Spokesperson of the RSA Judiciary

C: 0848148364 E: NMncube@judiciary.org.za

2

